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C. L. Brown Helps Build 
Model Grcus Bandwagon 


Roy Wild of Canton, former cal- 
iope player on the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace Circus and C. L. Brown 
of South Bend, Ind., now bandmas- 
ter on the Cole Bros. Circus, spent 
last winter building their “dream” 
Bandwagon at Canton, Ohio. The 
wagon is big enough for thirteen 
musicians and has a built-in calli- 
ope. The Bandwagon, now com- 
plete, has been numbered “45.” The 
April 3rd issue of the CANTON RE- 
PO:ITORY goes on as follows 

No beer in the bandwagon? 
unless the bandmen want it, 
the builders of Canton’s 
circus bandwagon, “45.” 
they want beer, says Roy Wild and 

ton L. Brown, they can stash 
away behind the calliope 
and help balance the body. 

“That’s the kind of wagon we 
designed,” says Mr. Brown, band- 
master for Cole Brothers Circus. 
“We wanted one we could put a 
calliope, a band and a keg of beer 

de if we wanted to. That’s 


> 


ly the kind we've got. 

s big enough for 13 men, says 

Wild, though he doesn’t want 
to use more than 10, including 
himself. An old-time calliope 
player for the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Circus and a bandsman in the 
Canton area since childhood, Mr 
Wild says the building of “45,” his 
unique combination calliope-cum- 


bandwagon, is the realization of a 

1 -old dream 
Modern Circus or 
Mr 


bands, 
enough 


show 

aren’t big 

> fill bandwagon. Old- 

fashioned eam  calliopes are 

passe. What show bands need, he 

is a kind of combination af- 

hat’s what he wanted last 

year, when he bought an air-op- 

crated calliope. But he didn’t 
have the wagon. 

“Way back in 1934,” he says, 
“at the American Legion conven- 
tion, I saw a bandwagon some- 
thing like this, and I said to my- 


Next Page, Please 


Wild, 


a real 





Above photo furnished by Arthur P. Underhill of Massillon, 


Ohio, 


shows Roy Wild in wagon and C. L. Brown finishing their “45” Band- 


waron 
cal Society. 


Cc. L. Brown is an Honorary member of the Circus Histori- 
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self, ‘That’s the thing for me!’ But 
I never figured out exactly what I 
wanted until I ran into Brownie 
here last year after the and 
sk him to come my room 
with me and Mrs. here 1 
Canton 

“We sat down one ni 
to drawing pictures of 
2gon. something that 
ld the old-fashioned 
the calliope, too 
Trailer Co. of 


to 
Wild 


id of 
we 1 
nite 
Q on and 
We got t Bond 
Canton to p out and “45” is the 

sult V Brown and I did the 
t Bond company built 
, and we all helped th 
t woodwork. But the painting 
was all Mr. Brown’s 
The Wagon | 
by Mr. W 
formed yet, 
his musi 


he 


and or an 
wagon, et.’ 
not too far 
bility, either 
Mr. Wild 
among circusfc 
by and large, 


possi 
own and 
ld’s friends 
for 30 

ut 

and other c 
Mr. Wild, 
business eve 

s the first time 
my own wW on.” 

Mr. Brown has been 
business just as long—ever s 
he quit work as a sign painter ir 
Chicago, in fact, and studied mu- 
sic instead. Since then, he’s been 
bandmaster with the Sells-Floto 
and Cole Brothers circuses, two 
other circuses, and a member of 
the Brown Saxophone Sextet in 
the Princess Pat band that played 
10 weeks at the Hippodrome the- 
ater in London. 

“That’s where I got my English 
accent,” says Mr. Brown, “playing 
the Hippodrome those 10 weeks 
in 1925.” 

The name of the wagon itself— 
is a memorial, savs Mr. 


amily 
en 

and 
r 

I've 


in 


“45 
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Brown, 
knew t 


to another bandwagon 
ut was destroyed in 
t’s one reason 
z00d job on it 
yuth Bend, 
me 
g here in Can- 
Wild,” he adds 
that’s all.” 
hibernating,” says 
“T don’t mind.” 


he 
a 
he 


he 
be- 
Ind 
“I’m just winte : 
with Mrs. 








Circus Wagon 
PHOTOS 


lus a 

1d JOHN 

RED TICKET 
s item) 

All Fer Only $8.50 


I 


WAGON, (a collector’s 


nclude Ken Maynard 


€ Ww Ww 
», Forepaugh 
101 


Free 


A. BRILL 


y, Peoria 


228-C Nort! tl 





Does y 
Bandwagon? 


ur friend take Hobby- 


Tell him about it 





OLD BILL CARS 


tos of following shows 
Forepaugh Shows, Fore- 
paugh-Sells_ Bros.; Hagenbe 
Wallace, Tim McCoy’s Wild West 
Downie Bros. Circus, Haag Bros. 
and Wallace Bros. Circus. 3 for 
$1.00 postpaid. Old times my spec- 
ialty 


WALTER B. FOX 


Box 147 Mobile 2, Ala. 





ber, 1949 





YOU’LL LIKE THIS! 


Sawdust Trail 


Pictures of the 1949 Cole Bros. Circus, 
preserved in a remarkable booklet for 
your everlasting enjoyment. Exclusive 
photographs of the Glittering East Indian 
Spectacle, ““Mandalay’’, and the elephant 
department at work, by outstanding news- 
paper photographers.....memorable pic- 
tures of life on the lot, from some of the 
foremost news papers and glimpses 
of life with “America’s Favorite Show’”’, 
by Tedd Meyer, a member of the Cole 
Elephant Department the past four sum- 
mers. Ready December 10th. 


Order Now — Supply Limited. 
$1.50 


Circus Enterprises 


313 East Street 


Iola, Kansas 
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The 
Bandwagon 


circus HISTOR ICAL SOCIETY 


OFFICERS 


NEW MEMBERS 

446—Glenn B Adams, 
Sumner Auburn, N. Y 
Edward Leopold 60 
Nanaimo, B. C., Cana- 


447 
yden St., 
da 


We have 
Mrs. Jake 


just received word that 
Posey, 549 North Maine 
Ave., Baldwin Park, Calif., was re- 
cently injured in a fall at her 
home. It is the wish of this maga- 
zine and members of CHS that she 
will have a speedy recovery. CHS 
members have wired flowers to 
Mrs. Posey. 


—) 
Advertising pays in the Hobby- 
Bandwagon. 
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CHS 
MEETS AT 


DIVISION ONE 
LAFAYET 


Division 
annual 


> banquet were 
and Mr 


Y. Australis 


g me 
m and 
all CHS 


am in a _ remote 

> CHS, I appre 

from you all 

u will not leave 
altog 
count 

I mean that in 


and 
me 


Australia i 
different. In 








WANTED 


Great Wallace 


Circus Routes 


— Still Need — 

1884, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 
Please advise which ones you have 
and what you are asking for same 
Just a typewritten list will suffice 
I do not care for the route book. 


DR. H. POWERS 


110% E. Washington 
South Bend 1, Ind. 


Ave. 


1949 





ory of 3 1-2 million square person in the audience or one 
miles, are only 6 small cir- thousand 
cuses yet ese have produced and Australian circuses have a repu- 
are still producing some of the tation to uphold and woe betide 
rid’s best circus talent. I could the performer who ignores it. 
imerate the names of _ these As I said before, our performers 
yrmers but space and time at 11 p. m can positively de- 
not permit it materialize if they like as long as 
outine of Australian I materialize at 8 o'clock the 
ircuses is quite differ- ne f And when they go 
in any other part of into the ring i genuine, really 
vorld. For instance, except clever stuff they must put over, or 
special circumstances, the else 
performances are from 8 p. m. till Well that’s all today 
11 p. m y. All performers are Thanks again, 
r 8 p.m. After the Sid Baker 
m. they can go to 
for a meal or they 
meal on the train or Get Your 
ey eon! eo, ‘and CIRCUS BALANCING 
ce they like. No- 
ind nobody cares, as 
ready and willing 
next night. 365 owns 
sar and 366 days ina 
travel all the time 
icks is done 





60c Prepaid 


Ww nev 


he big top is up, which is 
ometimes around 9 o’clock in the 
morning or any time up till 6 
lock at night. I have seen us 


ull onto a lot at 6 p. m. and at ‘ > q é Sa 
yclock the band has been play- a - P 


1e overture. Australian cir- 
proprietors are very easy goO- Hand made out of wood, fine for 

They know that an appren- ; presents, will balance on 
performer will make good if ide of table. You can’t %) wrong 
to his or her own devices. Ye: you will like them or your money 
yrietors are extremely easy back 

let me impress upon you that a 

actual performance must be JOSEPH L. TRACY 
> hundred per cent perfect Cc. H.S. 106 

slip-shod is allowed nie Roan spe ees aly , 
performers must perform 172 Riverside Ave., Buffalo 7, N ¥ 
rick, whether there be one 








This set contains pictures of Cir- 
cus Litho going back as far as John 
Robinson 1926, Russell Bros. 193% 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 1938, and man) 
others. This will make a fine ad- 
dition to your collection 


Photos ..... $1.50 


713 Oak St. Johny Vogelsang Niles, Mich. 
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ELMER MICHAUD EYE 
WITNESS WHEN DAILEY 
BROS. LION ESCAE CAGE 


Watching a full grown male Af- 
rican lion padding on the loose 
about the big top of a circus, will 
ever remain an unforgettable ex- 
perience; it also gave to 4,000 ter- 
ror-stricken Canadian circus pa- 
trons something to talk about for 
years to come 

It all hapyrened at Edmundston 
N. B., August 20, during a_ cold, 
driving rain storm at the night 
performance of Dailey Bros.’ Ci 
cus. 

At the time, I was standing 
the ring-curb, close to the arena 
chatting w Trainer Joe Horwath 
and Sgt. Monnette of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. Just 
outside the big top, big cater- 
pillar was chugging away with the 
lion ca wagon 

Suddenly, above 
circus band and ro: 
there arose a wai 
the spectator 
the dispairi 
sinking 
someone shouted, 
loose.” 

I turr 
stand 
Scarce 


the blare 


of anguish 
was not 


tood on the 
if ready t 

ring g ng ti the anima 
remair nervou. 


in our 


>eSs 
and unde 

amin 

ill playir nd acts wer 
way in some f the r 
thought I meone on a t 
peze to my left r Monnet 
Moun was no to be 

although he tol 


Next Page, Please 


saw 


the 


seen, 
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CIRCUS PHOTOS 


Cole Bros. 1949- verything new 
but the Cole Bros. title. New wag- 
ons, side show panels, new conces- 
i wagons, new tractors and 
S 5 views 50c. 

1949—Taken in 
back-yard. 

and 


the big 
Good views of 
costumes, Alma 
tion and Kay 
h web 8 views $1 
1903—Caught i 
ight horse teams 
3 big 
rd views $1 
Cages on Cole Bros. 1 
steel rimmed whe 
“B ab y Hippopotamus, 
ained Seals,’ 
Back of an Elephant, . 
“Saddle B k 
Trained 
$1 
le Wagons 
> “Asie.” 
alm Tre Tab, 
um,” Old Christy 
iful set. 8 views $1 
i “Great Br 
ice,” “Cupid,’ “Romuleus 
’ Two old Steam Calli- 
ws $1. (Why 


Barnur 
“Rus- 


very Am 
es checked be- 
rette, 937 Wash- 
Escanaba, Michi- 


good. 


Avenue, 


Order d 


r om this ad or send 
10c for b 


and sample. Com- 
I Ss nt with all orders of 
above. Absolute isfaction guar- 
anteed or money cheerfully re- 
funded! Return mail delivery. Or- 
der NOW! 
ROBERT 
Blvd., En 
bama. 


ee nt 


SAMS, 2745 
Birmingham, 


Bush 
Ala- 





1949 





looking for a 


turned toward 
to the left of 
W > I stood, and 
out of the tent into 
de 
slid to the ground, Joe and 
Bill” Snyder, and _ others 
racing out after the lion and 
y pulled the canvas acro 
e exit. Many of the spectator 
especially those in the lower seat 
were standing on the seat pla 
and peering under the bleachers 
as if expecting the lion to reappear 
in that quarter. 
> music stopped and an omi- 
fell over the big top. 
nic was near although 
yet moved. Bert Rick- 
he annour was ¢ in to 
Werner in = ous 
t Hank, r 
ated 


now empty 


were 


rything is 
please 
band 
pos- 


emain in ats.” The 
truck up a y tune and a 
ible panic 


mo\ the 


ward 
wet canvas 


the 


and 

been 

open cage 

holding up a 

on each side 
makeshift but ade- 
y to return the lion to 


The lion snapped savagely at the 
rope touter one was looped 
iround his neck by Mr. Snyder. 
The animal was dragged a few 
feet into position with the ropes 
»nd prodded up the planks toward 
the cage door. But before the ani- 
mal reached the toy the whole 
contrivance slipped and crashed 
to the ground 

A short, violent struggle ensued 
amid savage growls until the ani- 
mal was again subdued by the 
tightening ropes. It was at this 
point that an overalled attendant 
came within reach of the lion’s 


and 


and was clawed in the leg. 
s were put back in posi 

e lion returned safely 

age compartment. Inside 
the lion tore savagely at 
around his neck, but 
now everyone breathed more free- 


the ropes 


A witness to the spine-tickling 
episode was Claude Potter, veteran 
back-door man, whose left arm was 

1 off by the same lion in the 
ay | ers in 1947. Re- 
Potter afterward, 
close to 
I felt sure I would lose my 
arm.” 

Elmer P. Michaud 

0- - 
Sheffield, 
; Bros 


Mass., 
Circus, 
Y 








PHOTOS—BARNUM & 

In Europe, list on request 

Posey, 549 N h Maine 
Park, Calif 


BAILEY, 
Jake 
Bald- 
347 








CIRCUS PHOTOS 


Postcard clear and sharp, in 
sets ONL rnable if not 
isfield Ringling Bros. Barnum 
& Bailey, ranging from 1930 to 


sets 1927, 28 & 
Hagenbeck-Wal- 
Robbin 5 Cole Bros., 
y Bros., y Bros., Kelly- 

Col. Tim McCoy Wild West, 

A Barnes, “Barnes-Sells-Floto 
& RB&BB” and Beatty-Russell 


I do not exchange sets or sell in- 
dividual pictures. 
EDDIE JACKSO 

64 Hawthorne Ave 
Akron 3, Ohio 


Apt. 3 
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Newspaper Review of John H. 
Sparks Circus for 1910 Opening 


A two-day stand at Shreveport, 
La., ma d the opening of the 
John H. Sparks Shows’ 1910 sea- 
son, but The Shreveport Times re 
ported t tronage sn’t what 
it should have been. 

The seven-car 
in Shreve 
son f¢ 
tween 


show had closed 
ter the 1909 
an ement  be- 
and the Louisiana 
State Fair circus would 
open under auspices of the fair. 
The show spent the winter at the 
fe unds as did the Patterson 
Carnival company. 

Billboard of Mz 
Spar would be a 
that year and that 2 
tle steam calliope w 
rade feature. 


sea- 


wsPaper 

d mer how 

ing at 

h, w anonunced 
opening 


car- 
be- 
late 
the 
It 
t of 
c. I ler wagons had been 
received to replace old ones _ for 
the coming yea 
A note in the Sunday paper of 
rch 27, that the animals would 
ansferred to their new cages 
brought a cr f 2,000 visitors 
to the qua S t dav. 
The show was loaded and 
ed several blocks to’ the 
lot on March 28 and _ rehearsals 
beoan the next day. Charles Da- 
vis had the cookhouse in ~era- 
tion shortlv after the move 
Opening day, April 1, all 
eff on schedule. The street varade 
moved through the busin dis- 
trict at 11 a. m. and was pronounc- 
ed “good” by the reviewer. The 
two-hour show featured Paul Ja- 
coby’s three elephants, the Four 
Valentines, Mrs. Bert Mayo, rider; 
La Petite Vivian, ladder act; Ma- 
zuppa Jap troupe; and Prof. Clar- 
ence Cooper’s band. Bert Ruther 
ford was listed as “Mr. Sparks’ 
right-hand man.” 
The sideshow had a 
lightning calculator, 


10 


unt 


mov- 


circus 


went 


mins 
fl} 


-Hobby-Bandwagon, 


show, 
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woman, baboons and Punch and 
Judy. And completing its review, 
The Times said: 
“ how concert 
to see the wild 
fed. Performing lions 

the main attraction.” 

On the second day the 
was repeated along the 
route. The show itself left that 
night without incident, but a 
towner was stabbed and died as a 
result of a fight among al peo- 
I watched the load 


allows 
ani- 
are 


parade 
same 


week later the Patterson car- 
opened on the same lot. It 
ded on t st day of 
's stand, but lost the first 
rain. In urging peo- 
tend, the newspaper sai 
‘the Sparks circus failed to 
the patronage many thought 
was 


i due 
Both 


to 


had been urged to 
airgrounds because 
ciation was bad off 


shows 


—Tom Parkinson 





CASH — MINSTREL — CASH 
Highest prices paid for Minstrel 
zrams, Heralds and Photos. 
issued each month. 
C. SPENCER CHAMBERS 


P.O. Box 722. Syracuse 1, N. Y 





ADVERTTSING 
1 inch . aaa 
2 inches 
4 inches 
Full Page a 
Copy and remittance must be mail- 
ed at once to insure publication. 
HOBBY-BANDWAGON 
Camden, Ohio 


RATES 


Limited number of back issues 
of Hobby-Bandwagon available for 
20c each postpaid or 10 numbers 
for $1.50. Fill those gaps in your 
files while they last. Hobby-Band- 
wagon, Camden, Ohio. 


tober, 1949 











An 


- “MISSI” 


Gre Womat 


Annie Fern Swartwout 


G ville, O 








“Hey There, Sucker’ 


By Jack Dadswell 


(Publisher’s Price, $2.75) 


OUR PRICE, $1.50 


C. Spencer Chambers 


Y. US Bi A 





